Lasallian Commencement Address
May, 2003
Presented by: Sarah M. Heronymus

Good afternoon member of the Board ofiStees, Brother James, honored guests,
faculty, staff, fellow graduates, parents, families, and friends. At this commencement
ceremony, | especially want to thank my pare@ts.behalf of all students to the faculty,
thank you for educating us.

Saint John Baptist De La Salle, foundéthe Christian Brothers, dedicated his
life to serving others. His primary focus svan education. De La Salle believed that
everyone deserved to be educated and heegldkkeep schooling open to all. He gave
himself to those who were needy anithout him would not have received and
education. We here at Lewis Universitwhaad the unique opportunity to receive a
quality education that has been udghced by this Lasallian heritage.

Distinctive, Lasallian values permeates the spirit of Lewis University.
Knowledge, fidelity, wisdom, justice, and association are all related and very important to
our Lasallian education. | truly believe tlssociation links all the values together. The
process of forming a community of matuespect, collegidl, collaboration, and
service includes aspects of each valugsakiation brings a diverse group of people
together to learn, to work, to socialize perform service, and to grow personally and
spiritually. The desire for association fostersa#titude of unity and togetherness. Out of
these attitudes people work to serve, odfiéordable education, and view all people in
God's likeness and strive for diversity.

My experience as a Peer Minister has been a major contribution to my Lasallian
character. Everyday living in the residencé,havas able to share my faith and build
community through programming such asvie night and the year-end barbecue. |
offered a helping hand with math and composition homework and listened to issues about
relationships and concerns about grades, dsawsharing in the |



Being a Peer Minister gave me a venue to grow and share with students, but it
also challenged and forced me to becorbetter person and student. Being a Peer in the
residence hall requires one to be a rotalel for the students, however, it is those
students in the hall who served as a rotelet for us too. The activities that students
become involved with and their continued net& in building thé.ewis community show
spirit and dedication that widlarry through into the futur@he daily responsibilities of
Peer Ministry required me to think of others at all times and serve the community.

While Peer Ministry has been a guidifagce in my life through service to the
Lewis University, outreach opportunities withthre Chicago area have given me the
blessing of working with those in need. Myperience at soup kitchens and homeless
shelters have made me think about all ofgifis that | have in my life and how blessed |
really am. The Big Brothers and Big Sisters program provides an opportunity to be a
mentor to young students and it gave megifteof hope. The innocence and enthusiasm
of these children despite life challenges sédwne that there is hope no matter what the
situation. | have realized throughout my years at Lewis Uniyettsat life is more than
an education, an accumulation of wealth, otemal items. Life is about sharing talents
and gifts with one another and being thetlvee can for others and ourselves. Through
service, | truly realized thatis$ in giving that we receive.

We have all seen the different aspectthefmission in action in our day to day
experiences at any of Lewis’ campusesoligh classes and interaction with faculty,
staff, and students, we have gainedwledge and wisdom. Wrersity Ministry,
theology classes, and activities with the stugdend faculty such as the Koinonia retreat
foster the aspect of fidelity on campus anthim the community, because the best way to
share our faith is through actions. The uniitgis commitment to diversity and equality
has led to the promotion ofgtice and association. The values that we all have embraced
at Lewis University will be carried with eadh us into our lives outside of college.

God has given each of us the gifts andrisi¢hat we are called to share. Lewis
University has given us five important vakithat serve as aundation for our future.

We can all live a life of service to familfriends, co-workers, and strangers. We are
called to serve, to share our gifts and taeithome, in the workplace, and everywhere
we go. We are called to be signs of faith.



