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Good Morning Merbers of the Board of Trustees, Brother éaninonore guests,
faculty, staff, fellow graduateparents, fenily and friends.

It was God who created difas we kaw it. It is God’s will that put pedp
together on this earth antds God’s will that everyone differs frorane person to the
next, that egryone hasils or her own unique identity. How we choose to livelwes is
entirely up to us. The people that we surrd ourselves with, the conumities we build,
and the environents that we live in conbute to who we are. Diverse people and
diverse living and learning emainments build clracter ad foster our growth. Lewis
University is one such comumity where weall have experienced this growth, enriched
our lives and developed our aovudentities. The Lewis University M&on Staterent
enmphasizes the Lasallian value of As&dion, which encourages a community
atmosphere amng students, faculty, andaftwhile honoring and respecting diversity
and fostering unity.

| would like to tell you astory about my experience as a m

long friend. Over the past two and a half ged#hnis friend and | have spent endless hours
talking, numerous nights watching moviesddave celebrated atist every holiday
together. By his strength, knowledge, and pasibutlook on life, he has taughterto
laugh if when life becomes difficult, to takiene to look at tle stars, and most
importantly to lisen to my heart ahbe nyself. My friend’s nane is Robert, and he is a
person with rental retardation. Our friendghivould not have been possible had it not
been for all of the wonderful opporturisi and support giveao students by Lewis
University. | was encouraged to helpestablishing a chapter of Best Buddies, a non-
profit organization dedicated emhancing the lives of peophth mental retardation by
providing opportunities for one-tore friendships. Our chapter held its firsgeting at
Lewis University in 2000. It was through Best



blossoned. Over the years, Lewis Universitgs given its students the opportunity to
encounter a vast array experiences. Be8uddies is just onef the academ and
organizatiomal prograns available to all studds. | amsure, tlat each of you can tell
your own story of what the Lewis community has done for you!

Since the rament you walked onto a Lewis University campus, you becpant
of this Lewis Comranity, a community of pgple who have coetogether for teaching
and learning, a community that phaszes both knowledgend spirituality, and a
community that rast importantly accepteyou for who you are and who you want to
becone. Faculty, staff, and students are ted together through theission values of
association and justice to ctea unique comanity that ha allowed all of us to grow
within what we understand at Lewisasanctified zone, a place wheeople are
comnitted to an dirt to end raism, bias, andrgjudce by valuing dversity in a sfe
and nurturing environent. The diversity oéthnicity, intelligence, age, culture, and
experience comtogether lile a puzzle witkeach piece being just asportant as the
next. As a ramber of nany diverse commmnities, including fanily, friends, and co-
workers, we realize that they offargport, guidance, and a sense of belonging.

Communities have giveso nuch to ne that | feel it is ny



servie to dhers, eah person posssses the aitity to make a positie difference. Use
your abilities and talents that you have gaineldeatis University to inprove this world.

Today, | encourage the Lewis Universifgass of 2002 to take the seed of the
Lewis Community that has been given tcansl plant it wherever we go and in whatever
we do. Nurture theed through seree and ddication and it will grow. By taking with
us a part othe Lewis conmunity, we will emich other communities. By doing so, we
are enaling magical things to occur, like té friendship bet@en Robert and en | am
sure that each and every one of you hd&®abert” who has inspé&d you and has taught
you lessons that you will carry with you thetref your life. For somof you it nay be
your parents, or a professor, oaybe een a friend. Watever formyour “Robert”
comes in, be sure today, to thank them tioe inspiration and lessons learned. | stand
before you and challenge each one of yoopen your lies todiversity aml estabish
relationships to build community. Go foawd in life and take with you all you have
learned at bwis University. Good luck to all of you!
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