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Good afternoon, and welcao the rembers ofthe Board of Trustees, distinguished
guests, the Christian Brothers, Presidentedd®Baffney, Faulty, Staff, Graduates, and their
families andfriends.

We are here today to honor the gaetion



While | recognize that mgonnection to Lewis is unusiyhamwell aware of how
often the people here make powerful connectibhepe this is true for amy of you. What is
your memory of that speial facdty member, staff menber or fellow student?

And, Lewis has changed dratically since rost of us first arrived here. It has grown
physically, acaderally and spittually. Our campus is largend our facilities have been
enhanced. fie off-canpus sites are plentifugllowing greater accesslity for commuters.

New graduate prograsrhave been createddathe Scholar’s Prograhas been hailed
nationally. We are graduating froanschool which is gaining a reputation as one of the finest
universities in the Midwest. Much diis isdue to Lewis’ increaseeinphasis on the rasion

of the University. | suspectyrdad would be praliof me, but just as proud of what Lewis has
becone and is becommg in thes las few years.

| spent ny four and a half undergraduagtears at Lewis studyinigistory. | have com
to better understand the importa of knowing and correctly gserving our past. @arrived
at Lewis during a crucial timin the history othis school. lewis was redefining its purpose
and its nission, in ligh of what faces this Btitution in the 21 century, as it adapto the
needs of a diverse body of student learners.ittigyuing too note that Lewis looked back to
its origins to plan its fiture.

Lewis has made its comiment to its LasHian heritage a high priority. In this, Br.
Janes has led the way. Thadulty, in the true spt of De La Salle, haazcomnitted
thenselves to students imays that eceed tle traditiona teader-gudent relationship. They
are nentors, counselors, aridends. What they teach, expressing thesion values of

knowledge and wisdonis enriched ¥ howthey teach, thealue of association.



Whether ya lived in the resi@nce hall @ commuted to Roeoville or to one othe
satdlite campuses, it is\adent that lewis isnot just a Universitybut it strives to be a
community. The spirit of assotian, a redization that we ee all in ths together, maving
towards the saengoals of quality edcation is bund in the dpartrrental unity that was the key
to my growth as a studd# learner at Lewis.

The professors of the history depagtinshare a common bond with their students
love for the past as a key to the future. $halents are challengedle historians, wose
opinions are valued and respectekope you have experienced this/our field of studies.

Lewis has not only given toenlt hasalso called upon eto give. | have been
privileged toserve as an officer inéghStident Gverning Board, as aember of several
committees and councils and as a leader of oweat program. Each tiese involverants is
an expression of what has beaplLasallian heritage. Each gbu share in that heritage.

Lewis is sponsored by the Christian Brets, wo have dedicated their lives to
carrying on the teadhgs of St. John Baptist DealSalle. It is fromthe Brothers thatéwis has
received its identity, an idehtithat continues through us.

De La Salle wrote: “Résassured thatou will do good in this work only iso far as
you are filled with faith, condugtourself by the Spirit of Faith.”

This Univesity is committed to is Lsallian heritage and to itsigents. As graduates,
we are called to spread the Liisa values that have touchedr lives during our timhere

Congratulations and go with God
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