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Fellow graduates, Br. Jasy and honoreduests. | grew up in an area where |
was a lot like everyone else. | had a lot in cammwith nost of the people at ynschool.
| went to Riverdale Grade School, Rivalel Junior High an®iverdale High School
(located in three buildgs on one piece ¢dnd near m hometown). There were@0

students in my high school gra






to St. Anthony when soething was lost and fieto be found, or went to the Chapel to get
their foreheads sndged with ashes on Ashédhesday. Of course, the other side of the
story is that | regularly redcovered how mrch our faiths weralike. We shared th same
Bible, the sara Jesus story, andamy of the same values.

So, everyone is different and guare is the sam even if how ist'obvious right
away. If people didhhave diverse thoughtseliefs and backgrounds there would be
nothing to learn and defiely no ore to tech it.

If I had gone to a college that was elo® hone or at least in an areaame like the
one where | was raised, | would not have bexgmosed to people who were raised in the
city and had a totally different backgroun@mhmne. If | had gone to a school where
there were more Methodists, or even one wihieligion wasn'as pronment, | would not
have been exposed to this sctoGlatholicand Lasallian mssion, tke points of which |
find very valid and imortant to any faith.

| have learned south at Lews fromthe being exposed to theany different
backgrounds and beliefs of theople e met. Those differaces are what alke each of
us unique. Our siitarities allow us to séire our uniqueness andita from each other.

For example, there is an issuevimich | hae receirtly becone very intereted. |
know that this interest is due to whengds raised and how | was brought up. This year
I've used this issue asethopic of a peech and several repgrksecause | want people
with backgrounds unlike ime to realize tht although it ray not seenobvious, ny issue
could well affect everyone.

In the last six onths e discovered that while many students areomewhat
familiar with the term"estate taX very few understand how it will likehaffect themand
our nation. As a journalist, | tip pay close attention to timews. Currently the estate tax
can take anywhere froBv to 55 percent of antase when th assets ahat etate total at
least $675,000. It doestake long for a saill business or a farto be valued at that
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instead usually becoerhousing developents The loss of open land is a loss to our
agricultural economand ourenvironmrent. Every tine a snall business closes, big
business gets closendcloser to a monopoly.

Clearly, these are not positiventhg, but g concern goes deeper. Although the loss
of small farms is apparently having littleffect on what you eat and drink today. This
may not last. It nay not be next year, or en five years froomow, but soratime in our
future, there woh'be enough fams. Without enough fams, there is not enough corn. No

corn, no beef. No beef, no ham
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