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Good norning Menbers of the Board of Tistees, Brother Jag®, honord guests,

faculty, staff, fellow graduateparents, faily, and friends.

Two weeks ago | went to Sunday night Masselat Lewis for the last tias an
undergraduate student. As | Hagre, | could not Hp but think back to my first weekend
here at Lewis when | went to Sundaggs forthe first tine at Sancta Alberta. | recalled
those first days as if they were yesterday noving in, attending mfirst classes, and
playing volleyball in the sanapby Fitzpatrick Hall. | thoght as well about the summer
before | care to Lewis. You see, ost of my friends fromhigh school went to state
schools. Shortly before we all left to gff o college, one of mfriend’s parents asked
me why | chose to go to a Catholic schooloday, | realize more than ever that what |
wanted was to attend a college where | wdaddreated like amdividual, not like a

number. And that is jusivhat we have all gotten here at Lewis University.

Through the smll, community based atwsphee, we have been able to develop as
individuals and appreciate tleentributions of the diverssommunity that exits on ar
canpus. We have been able & ¢p knoweach other as well as get tooknour
professors, faculty and staff on a personallléeMas snmall conmunity has rade it easier
for our professors to know us on a first redmasis and to take a personal interest in our

education.

But now our undergraduate college days aer.oWow we are called to use what we
have learned here for the benefit of others.wasventure forth to the next chapter of our
lives, we nust realize that what we have lead and experienced hexelLewis is not just
what we have been tested on, it is not justory or nursing or crimal justice or

business or aviation, but it#so the Catholic and Lasalh values that have been

instilled in us here at Lewis.



Through the legacy of St. John Baptist d&#le. Lewis has provided us with the
opportunity to learn what we will thy needto know, the Mission vales of justice,
knowledge, fidelity, widom and association. Now, as gratks we take these values

into our lives to benefit others. You seey education is just beginning. Wat many

of us do not even realize is that we are thigssed to have been able to receive a college
education. Now, that blessing also beesan obligation, an obligation to use what we

have learned in the service of others.

So what, then, are we to dorbmorrow whenwe enter the wrld as graduates, how do

we use our gifts?n the 1960s, Presideliennedy told Anericans that “v& have the

power to nake this the geatest gegration in the history of thevorld, or, the last.”

Today, our obligation is no less — ta@ke thisthe greatest generationhdthing is, it is

even easieror us now than it was backeh. We have the advantages of expanded

technology, increased communications, globé&ébra an appreciatiofor diversity, and a
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