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| have been told #t tydcally theLasallian Address has been given by a

tradtional aged studet) that is, soreone in

aged students. But, while being different, it ladso been very meh the sam | want to
share somof this journey with you ithe hope that it nght speak to your own
experience.

| know | can speak for all the graduatesl zay that we are so pleased and so
honored to b here today | join with themin thanking our fanfies and friends for
attendng this cerenony and helping all of u® celebrate the occasion. We all have
sonmeone special in our lives. | amarriedto a lovely woran, Mary, and have a
wonderful son, Zak. My mther, my brotherand ny wife’s family, who | now call ny
own, are also here. | hope they realiz# their presence in my life hasde the
challenge of m



deadlires. Nor will I mss jugglingmy full time job, nmy full time family and ny full time
acadent program Additionally, I'll not miss passing up theamy opportunities to just
have fun with friends or to even clean the garage becagimy studies were the
priority.

But what | will miss is thedel ofLewis. | want to and | neetd cary tha feeling
with me always. When | drive on campus, | feel veryuoh at peace kvaing | amwith
others workng towards smilar goals.l have core to valwe the intdlectud life. | wart to
stay part of that life. | would like somedaylte able to pass on what | have learned in as
supportive a place as Lewis.

You know, this has all coems a sumse to ne. Counselors in high school,ane
than a few years ago, tolderthat | needn’bother to sign upar the senior college prep
classes because | wasn'’t collegatenal. | had enough self-doubthat | let their
opinions determme ny path. So, 25 years adajidn’t go to college, instead | went to
work. I've worked in industry running achinery, working on asselnly lines, and, rost
recertly, serving as anperations cordinata. I've sold real estate, served summons,
tended bar, serviced cars, andren And basically, I've been happy.

Eight years ago, a friend who had gragdarom Lewis and was working on his
MBA at Governors State askeceno go with im to pick up his textbooks. Wile there, |
picked up a couple of books foryself. Duringthe drive hora we talked about the books
| bought. In the course of that conversationgchallenged mto give college a try and
assured mthat he had confidenceahl would sicceed. Deep down | knew he was right
and | also knew the value of a collegkieation. More iportantly, | knew | wanted
sonething more. It just took the urging of adnd to help re overcone my fear. So, here
| was a narried, mddle ageddther attenthg Universty classes with rastly much
younger students. lagine what it is like fometo sit in a tradibnal class. | know
sonething about how it feels to stick out, be different and set apart! Most &gl
looked around the classroand saw | was the adst person there! N&n | went to the
library and saw another studenthva few gray hairs, | satd myself, “Look there! | am
not alone!” “Another person like @' | have learned sorthing fromfeeling different,
from being different. | learned not to lefférences create a fear thaodks what ya
want to accoplish. | have learned that differees provide iffering perpecties. | lave



learned that differences inviteerto apprecite others because they cefrom a different
experience than ynown. | have learnethat the process einderstanding those
differencesconpels ne to think and believe differently.

The key has been puttingyrheart into ny experience here at Lewis. | could have
come to Lewis and done only what | had to do w@sts, in classes, and on papers. | chose
instead to make ynexpeience here a vergersonal one by openingyrheart to other
students, and to the facultyh&ve been involved in a studeganization, taken part in
professional developemt in Psychologyrad Hunan Resource Manageamt colloquia,
and even enteredeélMndows writing cometition. | organized study gops, net with
professors during their office hours, and westlon extra credit pregts. | didn’'t have a
lot of time for these additiohactivities, butgetting nore involved pushed aout of my
comfort zone. But that is what ismdanded when you put your whole heart into
sonething.

St. John Baptist de La Salle, the foundethe Christian Brothers and the
inspiration for this University,started every pray with, “Letus renember we are in the
Holy Presence of God.” So let us ramber ttat God has been with us, is here with us
now, and will cotinue to supports and challengs. La Salle said #t those who believe
that they stand in God’s presengdl act with zeal; they willgive their all. God wants us
to put our hearts into all that we do. Howfelient things nght be if we acted on that
idea.

So rather than saying, as Lasalle did, “Ustremerber that we are in the Holy
Presence of God.,” it ight be useful to say ‘&t us rerember that God is always in our
presence.” We can’'t walk away from a Godonk always walking with us. And that God

is telling us: Give it all you've goAnd still nore. Give it all your heart.
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